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Mickeyman, a Taiwanese artist whose work has been translated 

into Spanish, draws on his own experiences of selling his work on 

the streets of Taipei. 

 
 

Taipei, 2005. Recent design graduate Lucky wants to live a little while 

he is still young, so he quits his job in advertising to make a living 

from his art. 

 

Smartphones were rare back then, and there were only two ways to 

build a following: selling your work on the street and blogging. Lucky 

sets up shop at the entrance to the busy Eslite Bookstore and learns 

all the tricks necessary to deal with competitors, dodge the police and 

handle difficult customers. 

 

Gaining experience as he goes, Lucky starts to build a small following. 

One day a department store manager comes to find him: would he like 

to have a concession in the store? But the manager is more concerned 

with profit than art, putting Lucky off. Can he make the right choice? 

 

Mickeyman 米奇鰻 

Mickeyman (Liang Wei-Jing) graduated in industrial design, got a job 

in advertising and quit after three months. He developed his own 

brand, Taipei Bremen, by street trading and later the new art markets. 

His work, The Worst Trip to Europe, has been translated into Spanish. 

In 2015-16, he represented Taiwan at Maison des Auteurs, the 

renowned artist residency in Angoulême. 
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Huh?

Daddy, 
what's 
a DIY 

market?A place 
where 
artists 
sell 

out!!!

WH
OA
!!!

Look 
at all 

the cool 
things 

for sale!

The DIY 
Market is 
about to 
open to 

the public. 
With 

talented 
folks 

coming 
from far 
and wide 

creativity is 
in the air!

In 2005, the 
idea of 

taking an 
end run 
around 

department 
stores and 
making DIY 
craft sales 

fun like 
night 

markets 
was a totally 

new concept...



So 
cute! 
How 

much?

Sorry, 
that 
one's 

not for 
sale. 

Take a 
look at 
these...

I didn't 
think 

my stuf f 
would 
be so 

popular, 
this is 
my first 
time!

HE
  HE

We’re 
all still 

learning 
the 

ropes...I don't 
have 

change 
for a 
thou-
sand!

Hold 
on,

lemme 
see...

Same
 here...

Here, 
I've 

gotcha! 
Go 

break 
that 

change!

Got your 1000 right here!

My 
blog is 
on my 
card, 

you can 
read 
more 
of my 
stories 
there!

Tha-
nks!

Made in 
Taiwan, 
100% 

authentic!

Sup-
port 
the 

youth, 
thank 
you!

Those 
two guys 

are old hands 
at this, they 
really know 

how to 
sell...

Without  
street smarts, 
those dummies 
wouldn't have 
a leg to stand 

on. They're 
really lucky. 
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D/NG!

D/NG!

D/NG
!

D/NG!

D/ NG!
But it 

looks like 
her secret 
weapon is 
really doing 
the trick!

My 
turn! 

D/NG!

D/NG!
D/NG!

Chapter 29   
Secret Weapon

Lucky 
Hand-
made 

Pinball 
Machine

Cost: 
300 
NTD

I haven't 
played 
one of 
these in 
forever, 
really 

takes me 
back!

Daddy, 
my turn!

It's the 
only game 
here and 
the fact 
that it’s 

handmade 
hides 

the crass 
commer-
cialism...

D/NG!



The 
prizes are 
from my 
stock, so 
it's not a 
bad deal 
for me 
either!

Row 
nine, 

you get 
a sticker!

You could 
even  call 

it...

Clearing 
out the old 
stock while 
finding new 
customers! 
Win Win!

Ain't even 
going to 

give out the 
awesome
top prize!

What's 
that?

What's 
that?

Even 
though 
40 NTD 

isn't 
much, it 
adds up 
quick!

4



Meanwhile...

Photos 
for fans. 
Funny 
though, 
that...

Besides 
for the 
scar-eye 
rabbit, 
they're 
trying 

out new 
drawing 
styles, 
and 

making 
new 

stuf f...

New products 
require capital 
investments! 

No matter the 
cost...

We 
came 

up with 
our own 
branded 
note- 

books...
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